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him stitching leafplates, cutting vegetables, reading proofs
or papers and helping people in distress, learn a valuable
social and spiritual lesson. S., a local teacher, was taught
two such lessons years ago. On one occasion he felt vexed
with himself at not rising to MaharshFs spiritual standard
of excellence and absented himself for many long months
from the Asram saying to himself "I shall not go up to
Maharshi till I can think and act like him, i.e., till I get
his Vairagya (Dispassion), etc." But long absence from
MaharshFs presence did not improve him. On the other
hand it rendered him more worldly and less spiritual.
Disgusted with these results, he climbed up to the
Maharshi who received him with a significant laughter
which meant u little half-fledged birds that try too early
to fly from their nests fall. Why should a man try his
flights prematurely and fancy he can conquer the world
before he is fully prepared and developed ? " Thai was
the significance of his laughter ; and S. gave up his pro-
mature attempts to escape from society. On a later occa-
sion S. was worried with numerous vexations that befall
house-holders who are not the pets of fortune, and was
disgusted with social life ; he was strongly tempted to
leave the town and family and take to asceticism. Any-
how he felt that he must consult Maharshi beforehand
and went to see him. Maharshi was engaged in stitching
leafplates, and before S. expressed his troubles, told him
the moral lessons derived from leaf stitching : " You see
with how much trouble we stitch up and preserve a leaf-
plate. Then it serves its purpose. After that purpose is
served, and only after that, it is thrown away. Just so
with the body. It has to be looked after till the self Is
realised." S. was thus taught that he should not so readily